The latest Polls

Essential report

The latest Lockdowns
We have to pay these people! My daughter had to ring employees and give them the bad news.

Hardbottom has a message
Also scott has one

Car Parks
From Crikey
… Sure we in the media scramble to label everything as a rort, but in the case of the recently
uncovered use of the Urban Congestion Fund what possible evidence can we provide to back that
up? I mean, apart from the fact that not a single project that received funding was recommended by
the Department of Infrastructure. And that there was no evaluation process. And the fact that it
funded projects in marginal seats rather than seats that actually needed it, and where nothing was
built anywhere near where it was needed. I mean apart from that.
…
It seems clear from the Australian National Audit Office (ANAO) report that the Infrastructure
Department knew right from the outset that this was a giant rort.
Not only was its recordkeeping around the project poor, with no evaluation plan (or even any KPIs)
developed to see if several hundred million dollars of taxpayer money had been well spent, but the
ANAO could find no documents showing the Department of Infrastructure ever developed a plan for
identifying projects even at the earliest stages when Tudge asked for car park fund ideas.
Almost as if they knew that their services wouldn’t be required when it came to identifying where
money should be spent to “bust congestion”.
The fly in the ointment was that the states were supposed to be involved. After all, they were going
to co-fund them. And the very vague guidelines for the UCF said projects would be identified
“through ongoing engagement with relevant stakeholders, including state, territory and local
governments, members of parliament and other political representatives, advocacy groups and the
private sector”.
The ANAO asked the department if it had ever consulted with state governments, or any other
stakeholders, about the UCF. In response, the department produced a single brief from the end of
2018 showing it had told portfolio minister Michael McCormack that it “will also hold officials’ level
discussions with jurisdictions on state priorities”.
So, the ANAO went and asked the states if this ever happened. The answers came back: no, never.
One state agency said it had tried to find out whether it could apply to the fund by looking on
Infrastructure’s website, but there was nothing there. The only contact with a state government was
when Tudge’s office called the office of a NSW state Liberal minister to ask about a project.
Is this a new standard in the Australian Public Service? Are there now two sets of programs being
administered with the Commonwealth? One where normal processes and good administration are
at least attempted; another where bureaucrats know that the fix is in, that the whole thing is a rort,
and simply let the minister’s office get on with rorting it?

If so, it’s another stage in the normalisation of corruption and maladministration in what was once
one of the world’s best public services.
From The Guardian
When asked whether the government had targeted the funding at seats it was trying to hold and
win, rather than where congestion was worse, Simon Birmingham pointed to the 2019 election
result.
“Look, the Australian people had their chance and voted the government back in at the last election
and we are determined to get on and deliver those election promises that we made in relation to
local infrastructure, as we are nation-building infrastructure,” Birmingham said.
The Fist: So … it’s our fault for not voting them out.

Accountability
From Kenan Malik referring to Grenfell fire disaster
We live in a world in which making the wrong comment on social media can lead to people losing
their jobs but where politicians and public officials, whose actions affect the lives of millions and
whose failure can lead to deaths in the most unimaginable circumstances, can simply walk away and
into their next lucrative assignment. It’s a world in which if you have power you also have the power
not to be held accountable for your power.

80% Of Liberal Voters To Receive First Car Park By December
From The Shovel
Scott Morrison has sought to restore calm today, assuring Australians that everyone in a Liberal
electorate who wants one will have a car park next to a train station by December this year.
With frustration about Australia’s vaccination rollout on the rise, Mr Morrison confirmed that a
growing number of Liberal voters had already received their first car park, with most expected to get
their second car park by January next year.
“With a deadly virus once again taking seed in Australia, I want to assure you that we’re doing
whatever we can to ensure that marginal electorates get a car park within easy walking distance of a
train station,” he said.
The PM said that Australia was meeting its Car Park Allocation Horizons. “I am pleased to announce
today that this government has secured an additional 10 million carparks, with 50,000 car parks
expected to arrive per week from next month.
“If you’re worried about the virus, or you’re concerned that you’ll be left jobless and without
JobKeeper benefits as a result of a lockdown, let me reassure you that you will have access to a car
park soon”.

Follow up Homework
Israel
The 1947–1948 civil war in Mandatory Palestine was the first phase of the 1947–1949 Palestine
war. It broke out after the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a resolution on 29
November 1947 recommending the adoption of the Partition Plan for Palestine.[5]
During the civil war, the Jewish and Arab communities of Palestine clashed (the latter supported by
the Arab Liberation Army) while the British, who had the obligation to maintain order, [6][7] organized
their withdrawal and intervened only on an occasional basis.
When the British Mandate of Palestine expired on 14 May 1948, and with the Declaration of the
Establishment of the State of Israel, the surrounding Arab states—
Egypt, Transjordan, Iraq and Syria—invaded what had just ceased to be Mandatory Palestine, [8] and
immediately attacked Israeli forces and several Jewish settlements.[9] The conflict thus escalated and
became the 1948 Arab–Israeli War.
… Though the state of Israel faced the formidable armies of neighbouring Arab countries, yet due to
previous battles by the middle of May the Palestinians themselves hardly existed as a military
force.[91] The British Intelligence and Arab League military reached similar conclusions
Forgiveness
The Forgiveness Instinct
Michael E. McCullough, Ph.D., is a professor of psychology at the University of Miami, where he
directs the Laboratory for Social and Clinical Psychology. He is also the author of Beyond Revenge:
The Evolution of the Forgiveness Instinct.
Truth #1: The desire for revenge is a built-in feature of human nature
A century of research in the social and biological sciences reveals a crucial truth: Though we might
wish it were otherwise, the desire for revenge is normal—normal in the sense that every
neurologically intact human being on the planet has the biological hardware for it.
Truth #2: The capacity for forgiveness is a built-in feature of human nature
So revenge is an authentic, standard-issue, bred-in-the- bone feature of human nature. But that
doesn’t imply that forgiveness is a thin veneer of civility, slapped on top of a brutish, vengeful core.
Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, when you use the conceptual tools of evolutionary
science, you can’t help but conclude that our capacity for forgiveness is every bit as authentic as our
capacity for revenge.
For example, there’s evidence that forgiveness is just as universal among humans as revenge is.
Although Martin Daly and Margo Wilson found that blood revenge has emerged as an important
social phenomenon in 95 percent of the societies they examined, my own analysis revealed that the
concepts of forgiveness, reconciliation, or both have been documented in 93 percent of those same
societies.

Is it possible that forgiveness and reconciliation really didn’t exist among that remaining seven
percent? The evolutionary biologist David Sloan Wilson has observed that “it is actually difficult to
find descriptions of forgiveness in hunter-gatherer societies, not because forgiveness is absent but
because it happens so naturally that it often goes unnoticed.” I think Wilson may be correct, and not
just about hunter-gatherers but about all societies. Forgiveness and reconciliation may be so
common and so taken for granted by anthropologists as to be regarded, quite literally, as nothing to
write home about.
And just as with revenge, research has found that forgiveness is also widespread across the animal
kingdom, offering further evidence of its evolutionary significance. More than two decades ago,
primatologist Frans de Waal and a colleague published results showing that friendly behaviors such
as kissing, submissive vocal sounds, touching, and embracing were actually quite common after
chimpanzees’ aggressive conflicts. In fact, these were the chimpanzees’ typical responses to
aggressive conflicts. The researchers observed 350 aggressive encounters and found that only 50, or
14 percent, of those encounters were preceded by some sort of friendly contact. However, 179, or
51 percent, of the aggressive encounters were followed by friendly contact. This was a staggering
discovery: Friendly contact was even more common after conflict than it was during conflict-free
periods. Chimps kiss and make up in the same way people do.
Chimpanzees aren’t the slightest bit unique in this respect. Other great apes, such as the bonobo
and the mountain gorilla, also reconcile. And it gets more interesting still, for reconciliation isn’t
even limited to primates. Goats, sheep, dolphins, and hyenas all tend to reconcile after conflicts
(rubbing horns, flippers, and fur are common elements of these species’ conciliatory gestures). Of
the half-dozen or so non-primates that have been studied, only domestic cats have failed to
demonstrate a conciliatory tendency. (If you own a cat, this probably comes as no surprise).
So why might animals (humans included) be so willing to forgive and reconcile? Why might evolution
have outfitted us with such an ability? Biologists have offered several hypotheses. I’m especially
fond of the “valuable relationship” hypothesis, espoused by de Waal and many other primatologists.
It goes like this: Animals reconcile because it repairs important relationships that have been
damaged by aggression. By forgiving and repairing relationships, our ancestors were in a better
position to glean the benefits of cooperation between group members—which, in turn, increased
their evolutionary fitness.
Research with seven pairs of female long-tailed macaques offers perhaps the most striking evidence
of how the value of a relationship affects whether a conflict will be reconciled. In the first phase of
their experiment, researchers Marina Cords and Sylvie Thurnheer simply examined how often these
seven pairs of individuals reconciled. Averaging across the seven pairs, about 25 percent of their
conflicts got reconciled. In phase two, the seven pairs were trained to cooperate with each other in
order to get food. If one partner wanted to eat, she had to wait until the other one wanted to eat.
Then they could work together to gain access to the food. No cooperation, no food. In other words,
the researchers used experimental methods to turn the macaques’ relationships into valuable
relationships. After they had been trained to work together in order to obtain food, the average rate
of reconciliation doubled to about 50 percent. When group-living animals are given the choice
between (a) reconciling with a valuable partner who has harmed them, or (b) holding on to their
grudges but going hungry, they generally choose the reconciled relationship and the full belly.

Needless to say, even if natural selection has caused forgiveness and reconciliation to become
universal features of human nature, that doesn’t imply that these behaviors are universally practiced
in the same way or with the same frequency. There are cultural differences in what people are
willing to forgive and how they go about doing it. However, it seems a safe bet that, under the right
social conditions, most people will be motivated to take the time and trouble to forgive. So what are
those social conditions that can help promote forgiveness?
Truth #3: To make the world a more forgiving, less vengeful place, don’t try to change human
nature—change the world!
Human nature is what it is: The outcome of billions of years of biological evolution, the details of
which are managed by a genetic cookbook. In other words, it’s pretty well locked in.
But it’s also exquisitely sensitive to context. Human nature ensures that people are capable of a wide
range of behaviors; the behaviors we actually express depend on our changing circumstances.
Has Christianity Done Anything Good?
"Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, and the soul of
soulless conditions. But at least it is … the opium of the people.
Has the Chinese Communist Party Done Anything Good?
A question for the 12th man
USA on Human Rights Council

Dark Emu, Sutton and Telos
I have read Farmers or Hunter Gatherers by Sutton and Walshe
Very very interesting
An email from Paul in Canberra
My Response
Thanks Paul
Re Telos and Dark Emu, the purpose of my criticism of it (and most things) is to expose bullshit
especially when people are brainwashed by a propaganda story.
The answer as to why I am keen to criticise Bruce Pascoe is probably the same as to why you want to
criticise the 12th Man.
It annoys you that 12th argues in bad faith. I feel the same about Pascoe. We both respect truth. We
can talk more about this in September (just remind me beforehand so I can read Dark Emu again).
12th man would not clearly answer the evidence question. He would shift and obfuscate ... and thus
fulfil his purpose ... which is to stubbornly propose a counter view, allowing me to explore different
arguments in support of whatever hypothesis I am promoting at any given time ... which is also my
purpose it seems
Cheers
Trevor
Pascoe is like a spectator journalist
Exaggeration
Omits counter facts
Misquotes
Just makes stuff up

Scott Morrison and QAnon
See episode 267 from 25 August 2020
Australia Post and Christine Holgate objection to privatising. Ep 295, April 20.

St Luke’s Anglican
From the SMH

Boys at a northern beaches Anglican school were told to choose the qualities they looked for in a girl
from a list that allocated more points for virginity, looks, and strong Christian values than for
generosity and adventurousness.
The year 10 male students at co-ed St Luke’s Grammar School were separated from the female
students for the Christian studies exercise. In another classroom, girls were given articles to read
about why remaining a virgin until marriage was important.
The female students were furious when they heard about the exercise given to the boys. “All the
girls were disgusted and really offended,” said one student. Some boys laughingly described their
task as “build a bitch”.
The school’s headmaster Geoff Lancaster late last week sent parents a letter to apologise and
addressed the year 10 students directly on Monday, acknowledging the material was inappropriate
and pledged to personally oversee a review of Christian studies lessons.

Biden threatened with communion ban over position on abortion
From The Guardian
Roman Catholic bishops in the US have voted to press ahead with moves that could result in Joe
Biden being banned from receiving communion because of his stance on abortion, and that risks
increasing tensions in a divided church.

After three days of online debate, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) voted by three to
one to draft new guidance on the eucharist. The unexpected strength of support for the move
among the bishops was a rebuff to the Vatican, which had signalled its opposition.
Biden, a devout Catholic who attends Mass every weekend and carries a rosary that belonged to his
late son, said in response to the vote that the matter was private: “I don’t think that’s going to
happen.”
Conservative bishops are behind the push to draw up a new teaching document expected to say that
Catholics who diverge from the church’s standpoint on abortion should be denied holy communion.
Bishop Kevin Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend, who proposed the motion, said: “We need to
accept the discipline that those who obstinately persist in grave sin are not to be admitted to holy
communion.”
Cardinal Raymond Burke, a leading conservative and critic of Pope Francis, has previously said that
politicians who “publicly and obstinately” support abortion are “apostates” who should not only be
barred from receiving communion but deserve excommunication.
But some US bishops warned against the “weaponisation” of the eucharist. Speaking at the USCCB
meeting, Cardinal Blase Cupich, the archbishop of Chicago, said most priests would be “puzzled to
hear that bishops now want to talk about excluding people at a time when the real challenge before
them is welcoming people back to the regular practice of the faith and rebuilding their
communities”.
The new teaching document, to be drafted by the doctrine committee of US bishops, will not be
binding on individual bishops, who have the right to decide whether a parishioner should be denied
communion.
Wilton Gregory of Washington and Francis Malooly of Wilmington, Delaware – the dioceses where
Biden usually attends mass – have both made it clear that the president is welcome to receive
communion at their churches.
Biden, only the second Catholic to occupy the White House after John Kennedy, has said his faith
shapes “all that I do” and it will “serve as my anchor” through his term in office.

Boris Johnson
From The Australian
Priests and congregants have questioned how twice-divorced Mr Johnson got around Catholic canon
law which did not permit the marriage of a divorcee if the former spouse was alive.
But the Roman Catholic Church said neither Mr Johnson’s first marriage to Allegra Mostyn-Owen,
which lasted six years, nor his second marriage to Marina Wheeler, which lasted 27 years, were
Catholic ceremonies. As such they weren’t recognised by the Catholic Church and his marriage to Ms
Symonds is his first in the eyes of the Catholic Church.

Mr Johnson was baptised a Catholic but was confirmed in the Anglican faith while a teenager at Eton
College.

Deliveroo
From New Daily
Deliveroo has been found to have unfairly dismissed a meal delivery driver in a ruling that could
trigger a massive wave of backpay claims.
The company terminated the contract of Brazilian rider Diego Franco in April 2020 after a computer
algorithm determined he had been delivering food between 10 and 30 per cent slower than
comparable riders.
But the Fair Work Commission ruled on Tuesday that the reason for the dismissal was “not sound,
defensible, or well founded”, and that Mr Franco should be considered an employee of the company
and not an independent contractor.
…
A spokesperson for the company said it would appeal against the decision as Deliveroo was
“confident that riders are engaged as independent contractors” because they “have the absolute
freedom to decide whether, when and where they work”.
The commissioner also slammed the company for only informing Mr Franco of its intention to
terminate his contract via email, describing its overall approach to his termination as “perfunctory”
and “callous”.
Mr Franco was only given seven days’ notice despite having worked for the company for three years.
Given the dismissal was deemed unfair, Fair Work has said it will order Deliveroo to reinstate Mr
Franco to its platform and compensate him for lost earnings.

Deliveroo cont’d
By Alan Kohler in New Daily
Last week’s Fair Work Commission judgment in Diego Franco v Deliveroo could be as important for
our time as the Harvester judgment was in 1907.
It’s also an echo of the Great Shearers’ Strike of 1891, when independent contractors first got
organised and, in the process, founded the Labor Party.
… It’s part of a global effort by unions and labour regulators to force gig economy businesses,
especially ride share and food delivery ones like Uber and Deliveroo, to treat their drivers as

employees not contractors, and therefore pay them minimum wages and give them award
conditions.
…
By declaring Diego Franco an employee, Commissioner Cambridge effectively set a new minimum
wage for Deliveroo.
The minimum wage for casual workers in Australia is $24.30 an hour; as independent contractors
not covered by that, Deliveroo drivers apparently average between $20.47 and $23.40.
…
Wikipedia now lists 140 significant gig economy businesses around the world.
Various studies have found that between 30 and 40 per cent of all workers are engaged in it, which
seems a lot, and according to one study they get 58 per cent less than employees, on average.
If that’s true, it’s high-tech slavery and needs to be abolished (again).
Ian Cambridge’s Deliveroo judgment may be the start of that.
Then we will find out how many of these businesses would be viable if they employed people and
paid them properly.
Very few, I’d say.

Tokyo Olympics
With 60 days to go until the Tokyo Olympics, here are the key numbers
The numbers are in and, with just 3.2% of Japanese people vaccinated against coronavirus, it's not
looking good for the Olympics.
KISHOR NAPIER-RAMAN


Average daily COVID-19 infections in Japan: 4966



Average daily COVID-19 deaths in Japan: 110



Average daily COVID-19 cases in Tokyo: 650



Percentage of Japanese people vaccinated: 3.2%



Percentage of Japanese people who don’t want the games to proceed: 83%



Number of athletes competing: 11,091



Number of people flying into Japan for the games: 79,000



Number of foreign fans attending the games: 0



How much Tokyo has spent on the games: US$15.4 billion



Cost to insurers if games are cancelled: Up to US$3 billion



Number of Australian skaters who have contracted COVID-19 (including the coach): 3



Number of prefectures currently under state of emergency: 9 out of 47



Waves of COVID-19 in Japan: 4



Japan’s economic contraction in Q1 of 2021: 5.1%



People hospitalised with COVID-19 in Tokyo: 2273



Signatories to a petition calling for the games to be cancelled: 384,123.

Chinese Masks

