Yo Fist and 12th, this is Deep with a fact check on a comment in the last podcast about
home schooling religiosity plus a bonus fact on home schooling numbers in Australia.

Registered home schoolers make up 0.45% of the school population and the best | can
ascertain if you include the unregistered is 1.5% and possibly 2%, but this number is
uncertain. Stuart Chapman flyer - see below. Tasmania gives us the best clue as to the
number unregistered because home-schooling families are less suspicious because they
have a position on the Tasmanian Home Education Advisory Council and this is reflected in the
highest % of registered home schoolers and no increase in 2015-2016. It is likely that the increases in
registered home schoolers in other states in simply non registered being converted to registered.

I have found surveys from three different sources for the number of parents in Australia
who give religious reasons for home schooling.

2002 20% Education Queensland http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-01-28/thousands-of-parents-illegally-
home-schooling/3798008

2010 17% Tasmanian Home Education Advisory Council (THEAC)- the link no longer works
as their archives now only go back to 2015 https://www.theac.org.au/2015/07/
2013 10.6% Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards NSW INQUIRY

INTO HOME SCHOOLING (BOSTES)

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/DBAssets/InquirySubmission/Body/46729/0139%20Board%200f%20Studies
%2CTeaching%20and%20Educational%20Standards%20NSW%20BOSTES%20inclusive%200f%20attachments.pdf

The overwhelming reason given for home schooling was that schools were doing a shit job.
This needs explanation. In the NSW INQUIRY INTO HOME SCHOOLING report the evidence
regarding school failure and home education success was deleted. It is assumed this was
because it would embarrass the government.

‘Philosophical’ is the term for | think you did do or will do a shit job or when | was at school
you did a shit job.

‘Special learning needs’ is the term that means the school cannot or will not teach a child.
‘Other’ is a term for expletive/depletive.

As for statistics in America when religion is given as the primary reason for home schooling,
we have from the same survey source:

2007 37%

2016 34% Oops, | made an error. It should be 16%
However in 2016, 51% of home schooling parents did give as part of their motivation ‘a

desire to provide religious instruction’. NCES HOMESCHOOLING DATA
http://icher.org/blog/?p=3906#more-3906

So there we have it.

This is Deep Throat over and out.

NSW : A total of 3238 students from 1878 families wergiseered for
home schooling or exemfrbm registration at 31 December 2013. This
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total mmprised 3075 students who weegjistered and 163 students who
were exempt from gastration. The statistics in thisport relate to both
groups of students, who ingliemainder of the report are collectively
described as “registered for home

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/DBAssets/InquirySubmission/Body/46729/0139%20Board%200f%20Studies%2CTeachin
£%20and%20Educational%20Standards%20NSW%20BOSTES%20inclusive%200f%20attachments.pdf

REASON 20Mm 2012 2013
Philosophical 17% 16% 17%
Religious 2.2% 3% 5%
Special learning needs 11.9% 9.5% 14%
Bullying 3.8% 4% 3%
Other 10.7% 18% 24.5%
Nil Response 54.4% 49.5% 36.5%

Recalculate religious percentage when Nil response removed

2011-4.8% 2012-5.9% 2013-7.9% 2015-11.3%

8 8
Craig’s Calculated religious reason % in 2012 : 3 +—8 =11.1%

8
Craig’s Calculated religious reason % in 2013 : 5+——— = 10.6%

Reason for seeking home schooling registration expressed as a percentage of the total number of applications
to 31 December 2015.

Reason for home schooling % of total applications
1 January to 31 December 2015

philosophical 25.79%

nil response 21.70%

special learning needs 21.38%

other 21.38%

religious 8.81%

bullying 0.94%

Total 100.00%

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/bos_stats/pdf doc/home-schooling-data-march-2016.pdf

8 8
Craig’s Calculated religious reason % in 2015: 8.81 +———— = 14.4%

Tasmanian Home Education Advisory Council (THEAC)- 2010 approximately 600 children from just
over 300 families registered — reasons for home schooling reasons
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49% Philosophical,

27% Difficulties/Dissatisfaction with School,
17% Religious

7% Special Needs.

O O O0Oo

2012 : Tasmania : Seventeen per cent said the main reason was religion, nearly half listed
philosophical reasons, while 27 per cent were not happy with the local school and 7 per cent had
children with special needs.

Education Queensland did a similar voluntary survey in 2002 and found 20 per cent of parents listed
religion as the main reason for home schooling and 21 per cent said it was because they were not
happy with the local school. http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-01-28/thousands-of-parents-illegally-home-schooling/3798008

USA 2016 : http://icher.org/blog/?p=3906#more-3906 \When asked about the most important reason for
homeschooling their children, the top three responses were a concern about the environment of
other schools (34%), a dissatisfaction with academic instruction at other schools (17%), and a desire
to provide religious instruction (16%). While the primary motivation of 37% of homeschoolers in
2007 was to provide religious instruction, the 2016 results mirror those from 2012 with the greater
focus on the school environment and dissatisfaction with academic instruction. When allowed to

choose multiple reasons that were “important” in their decision to homeschool, parents pointed to a
concern about the environment of other schools (80%), a desire to provide moral instruction (67%),
a dissatisfaction with academic instruction (61%), and a desire to provide religious instruction (51%).
Approximately 12% of respondents were motivated to homeschool because of their child’s special
educational needs or a physical/mental health problem. Once again the results align closely with
those from the 2012 survey.

Muslim : 2015 Thirty Islamic families are signed up to the Muslim Home Education Network Australia
. The network’s secretary, Sohret Hussein, said families preferred home schooling as it provided a

“strong family foundation”. http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/education/fears-for-kids-lost-tohome-
schooling/news-story/210394ceb03ddd11766f3f06ba29624e

NSW public school total enrolm

Executive Director, Public

Schools NSW Area 2013 Total
Macquarie Park 247156441
Tamworth 158567.82
Ultimo 223717.522
Wagga 136894.081
All areas 766335.864

Source: School Entitlement System
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There were 751,790 students enrolled in NSW public schools in 2013 -
only 1 per cent more than in 2004. Over the same period, non-
covernment school enrolments grew from 360,403 to 394, 785 -
almost a 10 per cent increase. This figure includes independent and
Catholic schools.

How many home-schoolers are there?

NSW INQUIRY INTO HOME SCHOOLING

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/DBAssets/InquirySubmission/Body/46729/0139%20Board%200f%20Studies%2CTeachin
£%20and%20Educational%20Standards%20NSW%20BOSTES%20inclusive%200f%20attachments.pdf

http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/mf/4221.0

1,146,575 total NSW school students
NSW : A total of 3238 students registered for home schooling

Therefore the registered home schoolers in NSW represent 0.28% of school population.

http://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/parenting/school-life/educations-biggest-trend-why-home-taught-kids-are-doing-better/news-
story/224089cda68df4330317f31967dee9f0

Although only 14,510 students were registered as home educated in 2015, estimates of the actual
number range from 25,000 to 55,000.

http://www.smh.com.au/comment/home-schooling-is-a-perfect-alternative-to-schools-stuck-in-a-timewarp-20140909-
10e9co.html#ixzzZ3D4hNH37Y

In Australia there are about 30,000 home-schooling families.

James Athanasou is Adjunct Professor in Education at University of Technology, Sydney

Estimated 2015 student population 3,721,872 or 0.4% are registered
The estimate in 2015 is that 0.67%(0.7%) to 1.48%(1.5%) for 25,000 to 55,000
Flyer from Stuart Chapman 2016 registered home school students in Australia 0.45%

Tasmania is only state that has home-schooler representation on gov admin body overseeing home-
schooling : Tasmania registered home schoolers is 1.16%

“This means three or four per cent of the population have been home schooled, Stuart Chapman,
CEO of Christian based Homeschool WA, says. http://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/parenting/school-life/educations-

biggest-trend-why-home-taught-kids-are-doing-better/news-story/224089cda68df4330317f31967deedfo Bullshit maths - not a

good look for a teacher
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In 2013 there were 3,645,519 students attending school in Australia

In 2016 3,798,226 students

https://theconversation.com/evidence-of-home-schooling-success-erased-from-inquiry-report-
35087

NSW Inquiry Report omitted criticism of schools

The report is as interesting for what it omits as for what it includes. The evidence regarding school
failure and home education success was largely missing from the body of the inquiry report. Minutes
of committee meetings (included in an appendix) show over 100 paragraphs were deleted from the
draft report. Most of these deletions contained evidence of problems within schools and/or
evidence of successful home education outcomes. ... The minutes also reveal the committee fought
long and hard over the idea of altering the Education Act to remove the principle of “education as
primarily the responsibility of parents”. If this had been achieved, recommendations for legislative
reform may have affected all NSW families.

These removals appear ideologically driven and fundamentally change the message communicated
by the report. It seems that even in a parliamentary inquiry into home schooling it was felt necessary
to protect the school system from criticism. One result of this has been media reports suggesting
that home education presents a risk to children - despite the committee receiving evidence to the
contrary.

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0161956X.2013.796825#.Vb-EjvNViko

Abstract

This article reviews recent research on homeschooled children's socialization. The research indicates
that homeschooling parents expect their children to respect and get along with people of diverse
backgrounds, provide their children with a variety of social opportunities outside the family, and
believe their children's social skills are at least as good as those of other children. What
homeschooled children think about their own social skills is less clear. Compared to children
attending conventional schools, however, research suggest that they have higher quality friendships
and better relationships with their parents and other adults. They are happy, optimistic, and
satisfied with their lives. Their moral reasoning is at least as advanced as that of other children, and
they may be more likely to act unselfishly. As adolescents, they have a strong sense of social
responsibility and exhibit less emotional turmoil and problem behaviors than their peers. Those who
go on to college are socially involved and open to new experiences. Adults who were homeschooled
as children are civically engaged and functioning competently in every way measured so far. An
alarmist view of homeschooling, therefore, is not supported by empirical research. It is suggested
that future studies focus not on outcomes of socialization but on the process itself.
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http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2011-11156-001

Abstract

Although homeschooling is growing in prevalence, its educational outcomes remain unclear. The
present study compared the academic achievements of homeschooled children with children
attending traditional public school. When the homeschooled group was divided into those who were
taught from organized lesson plans (structured homeschoolers) and those who were not
(unstructured homeschoolers), the data showed that structured homeschooled children achieved
higher standardized scores compared with children attending public school. Exploratory analyses
also suggest that the unstructured homeschoolers are achieving the lowest standardized scores
across the 3 groups. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2016 APA, all rights reserved)

https://theconversation.com/homeschooled-children-do-not-grow-up-to-be-more-religious-45690

Homeschooled children do not grow up to be more religious

Overall, the estimated rate of homeschooling among the general, school-aged population decreased
from 3.4 percent in 2012 to 3.3 percent in 2016. This is the first reported decline since NCES began
collecting this data in 1999. 64% of home schooling parents in the USA wanted to offer a more
religious environment. http://icher.org/blog/?p=3906#more-3906

64% of home schooling parents in the USA wanted to offer a more religious environment.

On average, homeschooled young adults were no more religious than demographically similar young
people who attended public or private schools. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-
5906.2008.00427.x/abstract

... children of intensely polarized parents often embrace their parents’ views when they are young
but go on to reject them as they enter young adulthood.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273040001 Why Does the Apple Fall Far from the T
ree How Early Political Socialization Prompts Parent-Child Dissimilarity

My Secular Party research from 4 years ago.

What percentage of childreswre homeschooled in Queensland?

1 France Legal as alternative to the mandatory public school system.dinspg are
mandatory every years5063

1 United States Legal under regulating conditions, varies by stakeound 2.5 million
and in another estimate 3%
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1 Australia- Legal as alternative to the mandatory public school systEsy000(0.4%)

ﬂ New Zealand - Asat 1 July 2013, there were 5,521 home schooled students recorded in the Ministry of
Education’s Homeschooling database. These students belong to 2,789 families and represent 0.7% of total school
enrolments as at 1 July 2013. Out of the 5,521 homeschoolers 65% were the aged 12 or under, 66% had been
home-schooled for less than 5 years, and only 4% had been home-schooled for 10 years or more.

1 In 2003 it is estimated that there are 12 000 to 20 000 homeschooling students (based

on surveys and mail outs) in Queenslagiwww.homeschoolingdownunder.com/homeschoeling
australia/lhomeschoolirstatistics/

T 30.000 homeschooling families September 2Qihdes Athanasds Adjunct Professor in Education at
University of Technology, Sydney,

What percentage of thbomeschooled population in Queensland are not registered?

1 ? 2003 E Sparks, edit&ducation Choicesstimated 85% of home education students

in Queensland do not I’egiStﬂfn:llwww.homeschoolinqdownunder.com/homeschoeling
australia/homeschoolirstatistics/

Whatratio of homeschooling families are homeschooling because of religious conviction?

9 About 10 years ago the majority of homeschooling parents were homeschooling because of
Christian convictions. These days, Christian homeschoolers are estimated to make up only
around one third of the total of the homeschooling community. Perception of bullying has

made a difference http://www.homeschoolingdownunder.com/homeschooling-australia/homeschooling-statistics/

1 According to a 2001 U.S. Census survey parents are choosing homeschool for the
following reasms:
0 33% of homeschooling households cited religion as a factor in their choice
o0 30% felt school had a poor learning environment
0 14% objected to what the school teaches
0 11% felt their children were not being challenged at school
0 9% cited morality.
I Tasmanian Home Education Advisory Council (THEAC)- 2010 approximately 600 children
from just over 300 families registered — reasons for home schooling reasons
49% Philosophical,
27% Difficulties/Dissatisfaction with School,
17% Religious
7% Special Needs.

(ol eleolNo)

Illustrative example:

1 Inthe (USA) 1960s, Rousas John Rushdoony began to advocate homeschooling, which he

saw as a way to combat the intentionally secular nature of the public school system in the

United States. wikipedia.

1 The National Education Associatipa United Stateeachers’ unioandprofessional
associationopposes homeschooling. Criticisms by such opponents include:

o Inadequate standards of academic quality and comprehensiveness
o Lack d socialization with peers of different ethnic and religious backgrounds
o The potential for development of religious or social extremism/individualism
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o Potential for development piarallel societiethat do not fit into standards of
citizenship and communitkipedia


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parallel_society

g’zowt/z n ,?egiste’zea/ Mome Educated

Stualents n /4ust’za[ia 2011 - 2016

Ay Stuart Chapman

2011 136 2443 51 891 891 603 3300 1806 10121
2012 167 2763 56 951 1000 660 3435 1889 | 10916

% INC 23% 13% 10% 7% 12% 9% 4% 5% 8%
2013 166 3327 62 1108 1046 745 3718 2211 1236

% INC 0% 20% 10% 17% 5% 13% 8% 17% 13%
2014 190 3250 90 1379 1119 830 3977 2477 1331

% INC 14% -2% 45% 24% 7% 8% 7% 12% 7%
2015 220 3650 86 1770 1150 897 4461 2826 | 15060

% INC 16% 12% 28% 3% 11% 12% 14% 13%
2016 252 4100 82 2303 1225 893 4743 | 3303 | 16901

% INC 15% 12% -5% 30% 7% 0% 6% 17% 13%

2016 STATE

STUDE 68 1,195 41 804 266 81 934 409 3798
Q(ESJ?LHO ;m 0.37% | 0.34% | 0.2% | 0.29% | 0.46% | 1.16% | 0.51% | 0.81%] 0.45%

Notes:

1. Queensland has experienced spectacular growth in
the number of students registered for home education
with a total growth of 258% over the five-year period
2011-2016. This may be due to an increase in the
number of families willing to register their children who
were previously unregistered.

It has been estimated that up to 80% of home
educating families in Queensland were unregistered in
the past. The number of families who were “flying
under the radar” may be dropping as home education is

becoming more mainstream and accepted as an

alternative form of education by the general community.

2. The Australian Capital Territory has
experienced a rapid growth of 85% over a five-year
period from 136 students in 2011 to 252 students in
2016. The figures are taken from census data in

February each year. Note: The 2015 figure is an cstimate
only, as home schooling data was not collected in that

year.

3. New South Wales has experienced solid growth
(24%) in the years 2014-2016 after a slight dip in
2013-2014. The dip may have been a result of




g’zowtlt in _Mome Cfc[ucation continued. ..

unpopular regulations, which were introduced at that time.

Since then, although NSW continues to have the worst laws and regulations regarding home education, department
officials seem to be exhibiting some flexibility and only a very small percentage (0.3%) of formal applications arc
failing to meet the assessment guidelines. This may have contributed to the strong growth in home school
registrations in NSW over the last two years.

4. Victoria continues to be the state with the largest number of students registered for home education in Australia

with 4743 registered in 2016. Numbers have grown by an impressive 18% over the two-year period 2014-2016.

Introduction of the Safe Schools program by the Victorian government which teaches gender fluidity and Marxist
idcology has been a factor in a number of families choosing to home school for the first time.

New unpopular home education regulations were proposed in 2016 and it is unclear whether this will have a
negative impact on the growth of home education in the future.

Victoria also allows for partial enrolment of a home-cducated student in a local government school. This may occur
when a parent may choose to complement their home education program with partial school attendance. The
principal of the school must agree to the partial enrolment. No figures arc available on the numbers of partial

enrolments.

5. South Australia continues to show a steady growth in home education with a 10% growth over the two-year
period 2014-2016. South Australia is home to Beverley Paine who has been a champion of natural learning and

home education for four decades.

6. The Northern Territory has scen a slight fall in numbers in home schooling over the last two years, but

numbers are still 46% higher than five years ago.

7. Tasmania continues to maintain the highest per capita rate of home schooling being the only state to have over

1% of students home educated.

Tasmania is the only state that has home educators represented on a government administrative body overseeing

home education,

8. Western Australia continues to have an incredibly strong growth rate in the number of students registered for

home education with an 83% increase in numbers from 2011-2016.

At the current rate of increase, the number of students registered for home education will exceed 1% of the student

population within two years.

The home schooling community in WA is well supported by HBLN and Homeschool WA.
References:

hup://wwwyrga.vic.gov.au/about/Pages/infosheetaspx

hup://educationstandarc
schooling Data at bottom of page.

https://det.gld.gov.au/publications/reports/statstics/schooling/schools

hup://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS /abs@.nsl/DetailsPage /4221.020162?OpenDocument

hups://www.educaton.tas.gov.au/documentcentre/Documents/Dok-Annual-Report-2015-16.pdl

hups://www.education.wa.edu.au/documents/2548175/2664299/Annual+Report+2015-16-+-+Final+-+Corrected+-+Reduced +
%281%29.pdl/15¢619¢0-3bbb-45{h-h49(-bb9d95937¢2

Data from SA, NT and ACT were obtained by contacting the relevant departments.




http://csus-
dspace.calstate.edu/bitstream/handle/10211.9/1252/FINAL%20FINAL%20THESIS.pdf?sequence=1

http://icher.org/blog/?p=537 BAD EVIDENCE: Faulty Research Uncovered by Home Educating
Parents

http://icher.org/blog/?p=262 PRIVATE OPPRESSION: Fundamentalist Mormons and Homeschooling

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0161956X.2013.796825#.Vb-EjvNViko
Homeschooling and the Question of Socialization Revisited

http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2011-11156-001 The impact of schooling on academic achievement:
Evidence from homeschooled and traditionally schooled students.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/273040001 Why Does the Apple Fall Far from the T
ree_How Early Political Socialization Prompts Parent-Child Dissimilarity Why Does the Apple Fall

Far from the Tree? How Early Political Socialization Prompts Parent-Child Dissimilarity

https://theconversation.com/homeschooled-children-do-not-grow-up-to-be-more-religious-45690
Homeschooled children do not grow up to be more religious
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